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The United States is pre- 
pared to propose to its Euro- 
pean allies the establishment 
of an intricate net of “hot 
lines” that would allow in- 
stantaneous consulta tions 
among the leading NATO 
capitals in .crisis situations. 

The scheme would be sim- 
ilar to the widely publicized 
Moscow-Washington hot line 
established last year, and to 
less publicized hot lines al- 
ready operating between Wash- 
ington and several European 
capitals. 

It would essentially augment 
this system by adding one or 
more lines and by cross-link- 
ing the lines to permit con- 
ference calls among the chiefs 
of government. 

Proposed at Paris 

Sueh a set of hot-line links 
was described by officials here ' 
as one of the objectives of the 
four- or five-power defense 
ministers’ commit teee pro- 
posed by the United States at 
the NATO meeting in Paris 
over the weekend. 


| According to officials, the 
'purpose of the links would be 
to follow through on the guide- 
lines for the use of nuclear 
weapons adopted at the Athens 
NATO meeting three years 
ago. 

Under those guidelines, of- 
ficials said, the allies agreed 
that there should be an imme- 
diate NATO response, without 
consulations, to any nuclear 
attack on a member of the al- 
liance. 

This, in effect, means that 
the U.S. President is author- 
ized in advance to release 
NATO nuclear weapons to mil- 
itary commanders in those cir- 
cumstances. 

But in the event of a non- 
nuclear attack, the guidelines 
called for consultations among 
the allies before nuclear wea- 
pons were to be used. 

No Provision Made 

Nothing, however, has been 
done to provide the rapid se- 
cure arrangements for consul- 
tations that might be required 
to follow through on the guide- 
lines. 

The U.S. idea, consequently, 
is viewed by U.S. officials as 
the kind of useful step that 
can be taken within NATO 
without bringing up the sharp 
divisions, particularly between 
France and the United States 
about basic alliance strategy. 

France has, in general, re- 
sisted the sort of coordination 
and planning sessions the U.S. 
has been urging. She has 
argued that the Alliance ought 
to deal first with basic strat- 
egy and then worry about 
details. 



